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PORT SORELL CROWN LAND — PLANT AND BIRD 

SURVEY 

Philip A Collier & Noreen Stubbs 
2 Garnett Street, Blackmans Bay, Tas. 7052 
56 Watkinson Street, Devonport, Tas. 7310 

INTRODUCTION 

The Federation of Field Naturalists' Clubs met at Port Sorell on 8 September 
1990 and conducted a plant and bird survey of a block of crown land located 
approximately 1.5km west of Hawley Beach. We present here a description and 
the results of the survey. 

BACKGROUND 

Early in 1990 a member of the Latrobe Council asked the Devonport Field 
Naturalists' Club about the possibility of conducting a plant and bird survey of 
an area of approximately 57 hectares (140 acres) of bushland which is surrounded 
by extensive development. The area is not considered ideal for either housing 
development or tree plantations but might have potential as a reserve. It has one 
track through it from the nearby refuse dump to the northern boundary. 

The Devonport Field Naturalists' Club was aware that it lacked necessary 
expertise to conduct the survey. The Federation of Field Naturalists' Clubs of 
Tasmania agreed to support the activity and produce a report. 

METHOD 

Four tracks were created by the Devonport Field Naturalists' Club through 
the crown land near Port Sorell. The clearly marked tracks radiated from a 
central rocky knoll and were limited to one-person width to allow quick recovery 
and closing over. A map of these tracks is shown in appendix 1. This map was 
used by the naturalists on 8 September 1990 when making the species lists. 


Each author is responsbile for the opinions and facts expressed in his or her article— EDITOR. 
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A group of about six field naturalists followed each of the four tracks. One 
group was additionally detailed to inspect the rocky knoll carefully since this has 
a distinctive flora. Each group was equipped with a bag for collecting plant 
material and a booklet for noting all of the plant and bird species that were seen. 
The booklet was to be used to write down species as they were observed, to allow 
easier tracing of the species at a later date if necessary. 

Each group of field naturalists had one or more members who were more or 
less familiar with native plants. Collections of plants were subsequently examined 
and positively identified by two botanists: Mrs Mary Cameron, honorary research 
associate in botany at the Queen Victoria Museum and Mr Phil Collier, honorary 
associate botanist at the Tasmanian Herbarium. 

A few subsequent visits to the crown land occurred during October to observe 
some species not easily identified in September. Early in November all track 
markers were removed. 

RESULTS 

A list of plant species collected by the four collecting groups was prepared. 
This list was consolidated and is summarised in appendix 2 to this report. About 
150 separate taxa were recognised. 

A list of the bird species noted is presented in appendix 3. Twenty-one species 
of birds were recorded. 


DISCUSSION OF RESULTS 

The Port Sorell Crown Land contains a flora which is largely undisturbed, as 
evidenced by few introduced species being found. 

The reserve contains several distinct habitats. Such a diversity is unusual in 
such a small area. Much of the block consists of soils derived from sandstone 
while soils on the rocky knoll and a small area on the northern fence-line are 
derived from fertile dolerite rock. While the dolerite soils are mostly at dry sites, 
the sandstone soils support marshy vegetation on flat sites through to heathy 
woodland where drainage is good. 

Particularly significant is the rocky outcrop in the centre of the block which 
contains skeletal soil. Such a habitat is easily invaded by several species of 
garden weed which provide severe competition for some of the tiny native plants 
which exist there. A notable native plant in this category is Triglochin centrocarpa 
which is not commonly seen in the State. Additionally this rocky outcrop 
contains a reasonable population of Spyridium obcordatum which is a rare species 
restricted to a small region of central northern Tasmania. Few populations of 
Spyridium obcordatum are contained within parks or reserves of any kind. 

A second notable habitat is also on dolerite rock at the northern boundary of 
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the reserve at approximate grid reference 600444. Here we found a patch of bare 
soil with a few plants of the pigmy club moss, PhyUoglossum drummondii, 
growing. This is rarely seen in mainland Tasmania and is then usually found on 
peaty or sandy soils. This habitat contained several species not noted elsewhere 
on the block and is vulnerable to invasion from the neighbouring block should 
this be further developed. 

Significant amongst the species that may have been overlooked are the 
orchids. We suspect that a summer fire may stimulate many orchid species to 
grow during the following spring. Such orchid species are known to remain 
dormant in this type of habitat between fires. (We are not advocating that a fire 
should be lit deliberately.) 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Such an untouched block is unusual close to settlements in Tasmania. The 
rocky outcrop has limited views south to the Western Tiers and to Bass Strait. 
However it should be recognised that the reason for the existence of the 
significant plant species noted above is that people have rarely if ever visited the 
area. 

The significance of this block is enhanced by the recent subdivision of Hawk 
Trap Hill 1km to the south. This dolerite hill top supports similar vegetation to 
the rocky outcrop on the Crown Land. We expect that this will be compromised 
by the subdivision even though a tiny reserve is to be established right on top of 
the hill. 

We do not believe that the Asbestos Range National Park should be used as 
an argument for not preserving this block since the National Park largely 
reserves flat coastal plains and steep ridges. The Port Sorell Crown Land is a 
rounded low hill. 

CONCLUSION 

A report was written on behalf of the Federation of Field Naturalists' Clubs 
of Tasmania containing most of the material in this paper. It recommends that: 
"The Port Sorell Crown Land be reserved as a low-profile nature reserve to 
preserve the outstanding variety of plant life found in such a small area. The lack 
of management and interference to date has served the area very well. Encouraging 
visits by people will undoubtedly lead to weed invasion with subsequent 
degradation of the rare flora. The nearby Asbestos Range National Park provides 
excellent facilities for recreation." 

A the date of writing no decision has been taken by the Port Sorell Council 
about the future of the block of Crown Land. 
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APPENDIX 1 


Map used by field naturalists during the survey 



GROUPS 

A. Take red/pink track to fence; walk north to second row of plastic 
bae covers (no fence); turn west and follow dirt track beside fence 
to corner; turn south to meet'made' track at E and follow it to the 
blue track. Turn east to ROCKY OUTCROP. 

B. Take blue track west to boundary fence (crossing ’made' track); turn 
north to meet'made* track at E. Turn south on ’made' track to pink 
tape junction. Return on pink tape track to ROCKY OUTCROP. 

C. Follow pink tape track to firebreak road and return same way. 
(Possible bird walk). 

D. Cover grouna between A, B, C and D and take orange track as far as 
swamp area and return. (An orchid area). 
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APPENDIX 2 


Port Sorell Crown Land — Plant Species List 


Apiaceae 

Daucus glochidiatus 
Hydrocotyle callicarpa 
Hydrocotyle foveolata 
Xanthosia pilosa 

Asteraceae 

Brachyscome sp. 
Gnaphalium involucratum 
Helichrysum scorpioides 
Hypochaeris glabra 
Leptorhytichos scjuamatus 
Olearia lirata 
Olearia ramulosa 
Senecio sp. 

Campanulaceae 

Wahlenbergia gracilenta 
Wahlenbergia sp. 

Caiyophyllaceae 
Sagina apetala (I) 

Casuarinaceae 

Allocasuarina litloralis 
Allocasuarina monilifera 
Allocasuarina verticillata 

Centrolepidaceae 

Centrolepis arisata 
Centrolepis strigosa 

Crassulaceae 

Crassula sieberiana 

Cyperaceae 
Baumea acuta 
Gahnia grandis 
Lepidosperma concavum 
Lepidosperma elatius 
Lepidosperma filiformis 
Lepidosperma longitudinale 
Lepidosperma viscidum 
Schoenus tenuissimus 


Dilleniaceae 

Hibbertia empetrifolia 
Hibbertia sericea 
Hibbertia procumbens 

Droseraceae 

Drosera peltata ssp. auriculata 
Drosera peltata ssp. peltata 

Epacridaceae 

Acrotriche serrulata 
Astroloma humifusum 
Epacris impressa 
Epacris lanuginosa 
Leucopogon australis 
Leucopogon ericoides 
Leucopogon parviflorus 
Leucopogon virgatus 
Monotoca glauca 
Sprengelia incarnata 
Styphelia adscendens 

Euphorbiaceae 

Amperea xiphoclada 
Poranthera microphylla 

Fabaceae 

Aotus ericoides 
Bossiaea cinerea 
Bossiaea prostrata 
Dillwynia glaberrima 
Gompholobium huegelii 
Kennedia prostrata 

Platylobium formosum var. parviflorum 
Pultenaea daphnoides 
Pultenaea stricta 

Gentianaceae 

Centaurium erythraea (I) 

Geraniaceae 

Pelargonium australe 

Goodeniaceae 
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Goodenia lanata 

Haloragaceae 

Gonocarpus micranthus 
Gonocarpus tetragynus 

Hypericaceae 

Hypericum gramineum 
Hypericum japonicum 

Iridaceae 

Patersonia fragilis 

Juncaceae 

Juncus capitatus (I) 

Juncaginaceae 

Triglochin centrocarpa 

Lauraceae 

Cassytha glabella 
Cassytha melantha 
Cassytha pubescens 

Liliaceae 

Chamaescilla corymbosa 
Dianella lasmanica 
Dianella revoluta 
Hypoxis vaginata 
Laxmannia orientalis 
Wurmbea uniflora 

Loganiaceae 

Mitrasacme paradoxa 

Mimosaceae 
Acacia mearnsii 
Acacia myrtifolia 
Acacia sophorae 
Acacia suaveolens 
Acacia terminalis 
Acacia verticillata var. ovoidea 
Acacia verticillata var. verticillata 

Myrtaceae 

Baeckea ramosissima 
Eucalyptus amygdalina 
Eucalyptus ovata 
Leptospermum lanigerum 
Leptospermum scoparium 


Melaleuca ericifolia 
Melaleuca scjuarrosa 

Orchidaceae 

Acianthus exsertus 
Caladenia carnea 
Chiloglottis reflexa 
Corybas sp. 

Cyrtostylis reniformis 
Diuris corymbosa 
Glossodia major 
Microtis sp. 

Pterostylis longifolia 
Pterostylis sp. 

Thelymitra sp. 

Oxalidaceae 

Oxalis corniculata 

Pittosporaceae 

Billardiera scandens 

Bursaria spinosa var. macrophylla 

Bursaria spinosa var. spinosa 

Plantaginaceae 

Plantago hispida 

Poaceae 

Aira elegantissima (I) 

Agrostis sp. 

Danthonia sp. 

Poa sp. 

Stipa sp. 

Tetrarrhena distichophylla 
Themeda australis 

Polygalaceae 

Comesperma volubile 

Portulacaceae 

Calandrinia calyptrata 

Primulaceae 

Anagallis arvensis (I) 

Proteaceae 

Banksia marginata 
Lomatia tinctoria 

Persoonia juniperina var. juniperina 
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Restionaceae 

Empodisma minus 
Hypolaena fastigiata 
Leptocarpus tenax 
Restio complanatus 

Rhamnaceae 

Pomaderris apetala 
Pomaderris elliptica 
Pomaderris pilifera 
Spyridium obcordatum 

Rosacea e 

Acaena echinata 
Aphanes arvensis (I) 

Rubiaceae 

Galium australe 
Opercularia ovata 
Opercularia varia 

Santalaceae 

Exocarpos cupressiformis 
Leptomeria drupacea 

Sapindaceae 

Dodonaea viscosa ssp. spathulata 

Stackhousiaceae 

Stackhousia monogyna 

Stylidiaceae 

Stylidium graminifolium 

Thymelaeaceae 

Pimelea linifolia ssp. linifolia 

Tremandraceae 

Tetratheca pilosa 

Violaceae 

Viola hederacea 

Xanthorrhoeaceae 
Lomandra longifolia 

Ferns 

Adiantaceae 

Adiantum aethiopicum 
Cheilanthes austrotenuifolia 


Dennstaedtiaceae 
Pteridium esculentum 

Gleicheniaceae 
Gleichenia dicarpa 

Lindsaeaceae 
Lindsaea linearis 

Lycopodiaceae 

Phylloglossum drummondii 

Ophioglossaceae 

Ophioglossum lusitanicum 

Selaginellaceae 

Selaginella uliginosa 

Notes 

(I) denotes an introduced species 
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APPENDIX 3 

Port Sorell Crown Land — 

List of Bird Species noted on 8 September 1990 


Circus approximans 
Cacomantis flabelliformis 
Chrysococcyx lucidus 
Dacelo novaeguineae 
Hirundo neoxena 
Coracim novaehollandiae 
Colluricincla harmonica 
Rhipidura fuliginosa 
Malurus cyaneus 
Sericomis frontalis humilis 
Acanthiza pusilla 
Anthochaera paradoxa 
Meliphaga flavicollis 
Phylidonyris pyrrhoptera 
Phylidonyris novaehollandiae 
Acanthorhynchus tenuirostris 
Pardalotus punctatus 
Pardalotus striatus 
Emblema bella 
Cracticus torcjuatus 
Corvus tasmanicus 


Swamp Harrier 
Fantail Cuckoo 
Shining Bronze Cuckoo (H) 
Kookaburra (H) 

Welcome Swallow 
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 
Grey Shrike Thrush 
Grey Fantail 
Superb Blue Wren 
Brown Scrub Wren 
Brown Thornbill 
Yellow Wattlebird 
Yellow-throated Honeyeater 
Crescent Honeyeater (H) 
New Holland Honeyeater 
Eastern Spinebill 
Spotted Pardalote 
Yellow-tipped Pardalote (N) 
Beautiful Firetail Finch (H) 
Grey Butcher-bird (H) 

Forest Raven 


Notes 

(N) denotes a nesting bird 
(H) denotes a bird that was heard 
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BULLETIN NO. 261 SUPPLEMENT TO THE "TASMANIAN NATURALIST" 


_ January 1991 

HiJto^ ma and n / ield Natu f lists cluh is devoted to the study of all forms of Natural 
t cT'a V com P r ^ed both experts and beginners. We cover a wide variety of 
month excL^V^ c “ v *tion. Meetings are held on the first Thursday of evfry 
7 it „ „ p anuary, m the Life Scien ces Building at the University of Tasmania 

main" entrance ^en ^ti^ outsid. „ 

phone^'voi^^ 33 ±S GP ° B ° X 68A ' H ° bart ' 7001 and the Secretary is Helen Davidson, 




************************************** 


Thurs. Feb. 7th 


Sat. Feb. 9th 


Thurs. March 7th 


PROGRAMME 


March 8th, 9th, 10th. 


March 15th to 17th 


Thurs. April 4th 


8_ .00p.m. The noted English author and speaker David Lang will 
give a public lecture entitled "Round Britain Flower Race" in 
2£l lver sity Life S ciences Lecture Theatre . He will discuss 
slides of British orchids and wildflowers and their habitats. 
PI_ ease come and bring your friends . There will be no TFNC business 
meeting, but supper will be served afterwards. 

—- 00a - m ‘ Elizabeth Turner from the Tasmanian Museum will 

accompany us to Roches Beach (between Lauderdale and Seven Mile 
Beach) to search for shells and identify them using Margaret 
Richmond’s book -Tasmanian Seashells Common to other Australian 
ITtt 3 Margaret made 50 searches for shells at this beach and 
e should xind plenty no matter what the weather - but let’s hope 
it is a pleasant, sunny day! 

- :^ 5p : m - —Sharp. Prior to the President's address and AGM there 
will be a special meeting to consider the proposed rule changes 

/Qr rp0ratl0n ° f 012 Club - As Wel1 as the election of the . 
iysi/92 committee, presentation of the Secretary's Report and 
inancial Report, etc, we will need to consider the business for 
the past three months, so this will be a very vital meeting. 

PLEASE ATTEND. The club can't function without you! 

A GREAT WEEKEND CAMP AT THE LAUNCESTON FNC PROPERTY THE 
JOHN SKEMP FIELD CENTRE. See full information over the page. 

FEDERATION OF FIELD NATURALISTS CLUBS WEEKEND CAMP, KALOMA SCOUT 
LODGE, WYNYARD. See full information over the page. 

7.45p.m. Dr. Max Banks will present a talk entitled "A Scenic 
Inheritance from the Past" on the geology of the Eaglehawk Neck 


Sat. April 6th 


10.00a.m. 


Dr. Banks will lead us on an outing to the Eaglehawk 


Neck area to look at the geology discussed at Thursday's meeting. 
***********......... , For furt her information contact Don Hird 34 4293. 

******************************************************* ************** ****111; icieititit4lic ic-*ielcic 

M EMBERSHIP FEE REMINDER ; Fees fell due on the 1st January 1991. The rates are: 
ADULTS: .$15.00 FAMILIES:.$18.00 


Note: Members automatically 
receive the journal and 
bulletins. 


STUDENTS, PENSIONERS, HEALTH CARD HOLDERS:.$12.00 

******************************* 

Subscriptions the "Tasmanian Naturalist": 

AUSTRALIA: INDIVIDUALS:-$12.00 INSTITUTIONS:.$16.00 

OVERSEAS: INDIVIDUALS:.$14.00 INSTITUTIONS :.$18.00 

This includes postage by surface mail (airmail is extra). 

PLEASE LET THE TREASURER HAVE YOUR PAYMENT NOW FOR 1991 
***************************************^*^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 






























TFNC S TALL AT FERN TREE FESTIVAL SATURDAY 23RD FEBRUARY ; Mem and Joyce Tagg have ' 

again kindly offered to run a stall at the Festival to aid club funds and would like 
support from other members in the form of donations of items for sale and also volunteers 
to put in some time behind the counter. Suitable items such as jam, cakes, sweets, 
produce, plants, books, handcrafts, etc. can be brought to the stall from 10 a.m. 
onwards or to Mem prior to Saturday. Please phone 39 1117 if you can assist. The 
Festival is held at Stephenson's Place, Fern Tree (near the kindergarten and shop). 

Last year's stall was very successful - please give your support again whilst enjoying 
a great day. 


********************************************** ******** 


********************************** 


JOHN SKEMP FIELD CENTRE WEEKEND : 8th, 9th and 10th March 1991. Hosted by LFNC at 
their property, Skemps. Leaders from the LFNC will be Mary Cameron and Jeff Martin. 
Directions - take Tasman Highway from Launceston towards Scottsdale. Turn left just 
after a sharp right-hand bend at Targa onto the C828 (Targa Hill Road). After 2km 
at the top of the hill turn right onto the Old Scottsdale Road (marked Myrtle Bank 
Road on Tasmap). Skemps is on the right-hand very soon. It is located near Myrtle 
Bank (GR 297281) marked on the St Patricks Tasmap. 


Bring sleeping bags, cutlery and food. Accomodation is two 8-person bunk rooms and 
there is plenty of room for camping outside. 


Plan to arrive at Skemps on Friday afternoon or on Saturday morning by 9.30 a.m. 

Phone bookings with Phil Collier 29 6597 (home). 

**************************************************************************************** 


FEDERATION OF FIELD NATURALISTS CLUBS WEEKEND CAMP : The Burnie FNC will be hosting the 
camp to be held at the Kaloma Scout Lodge, Reservoir Drive, Wynyard from Friday 15th 
March to Sunday 17th March 1991. The costs will be $5 per night for adults and $4 per 
night for children, plus about $5 per person or $8 per family to cover the cost of the 
bus excursion to the Hellyer Mine and Eucalypt Forests etc. on Saturday. 

On Saturday evening there will be a catered dinner ($10 per adult and $4.50 per child) 
followed by speleologist David Heap's talk entitled T, Caving in Tasmania and Elsewhere". 

The accommodation and facilities at the camp are very good, so you will only need to 
bring sleeping bags etc, personal clothing and toiletry items, and food for your 
breakfasts and lunches. 


For further information on the program, camp location (map available), registration, etc. 
please contact Helen (23 7015) or Phil (29 6597) before the 1st March. 
**************************************************************************************** 
TFNC MAMMAL SURV EY GROUP : Mammal Survey Groups have been established in several parts of 
Australia and have contributed significantly to knowledge of faunal distributions in 
particular, as well as to mammal biology generally. 


Recently two members were granted Parks and Wildlife permits to trap and release mammals 
for the above purposes. Other techniques available include general and spotlight 
observation, tracks and signs identification and hair sampling. We aim to operate 
informally on the weekend of the fortnight after monthly excursions. Initially we will 
work on a survey of Mt Wellington Range and of selected areas such as Chauncy Vale and 
possibly "Glenelg". 

See Don Hird or Andrew Weinart at meetings for details. 

***************** tf************#******,,*******^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 


PRESIDENT 1 S REPORT: The forthcoming annual general meeting and special meeting of the 
club on 7th March is more significant than usual. At the special meeting we will be 
discussing two resolutions which will introduce a new set of rules for the club 
suitable for incorporation and authorise the committee to cause the club to become 
incorporated. Why become incorporated? There are several reasons, not least of which 
is that an incorporated club is viewed as a "proper" organisation by government. In 
return for minimal government supervision, mostly of the club's financial affairs, we 
are able to apply for government grants. We have already done this for our proposed 
butterfly book with an indication that we are pursuing incorporation. Another reason 
or becoming incorporated is that the club becomes a legal entity separate from a 
collection of individual members. This means that in the possible event of the club 
being successfully sued, incorporation will afford protection for individual member's 
assets. 


On the negative side is a once-off fee of about $150 when we apply for incorporation 
and an annual expense of about $50. Our current auditor Peter Franklin, will be able 
to continue auditing our books so this will not lead to additional expense. It should 









be noted that we are saving about $500 per year on the new arrangements for setting 
up the "Naturalist" for publication so these costs are easily covered. 

At its meeting on 19th November the committee overwhelmingly carried a motion of 
intention to become incorporated, and the general meeting on 6th December gave a 
strong indication of support. Please come to the special meeting and AGM on 7th 
March and support this move to modernise our club. The other main business of the 
AGM is the election of a new committee. One significant resignation this year is 
our secretary Helen Davidson. She has undertaken an enormous amount of the work 
which will hopefully be shared out amongst the committee more evenly in future. 

Of course all positions are up for re-election so please consider whether you can 
spare a little time at about six committee meetings over 12 months and help run this 
worthwhile club. 


Let me close by reminding you all of our extra special meeting on 7th February. 

This is not a special meeting for heavy business, in fact, there will be NO business! 
It is an illustrated lecture by British botanist David Lang. Please make every 
effort to attend and bring your friends along too. 


*********************************************** 


Phil Collier 

.* *x************************************ 



CQATE'S Wildlife TOURS 


OUTBACK CAMPING SAFARIS 


NEW 1991 BROCHURE AVAILABLE NOW 

Including our popular range of wildlife tours in ' anc j Introducing two new tours 

Western and South Australia and the Northern - 16 day New Zealand Natural History Tour 

Territory - 7 day Christmas Island Nature Tour 


For further Information and brochures, please conlact: 

87 First Avenue. Mount Lav/ley. Western Australia 6050 

_ Tel: (09) 271 7879 Fax: (09) 271 5570 _ Uc. No 9IA33358 J 


*************************************************************************************** 


Please canvas amongst members for nominations for committee positions and send completed 
forms to the secretary before the AGM. The ex-offico positions of Librarian and 
Editor of the "Tasmanian Naturalist" do not require nomination. 

TASMANIAN FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB - NOMINATION FORM 

* 

I hereby propose 


for the position of 


(President, 2x Vice-President, Treasurer, Secretary, Assistant 
Secretary, 4x Committee Member) 


Proposer 


Seconder 


I agree to stand for the above position. 


(Nominee's signature) 


(Date) 



















A FEW THOUGHTS FROM DAVID LANG 

The attraction of Tasmania for a British botanist is simply explained - 145 species of 
orchids compared to our 50 - add to that the birds, animals and scenery, and I need no 
encouragement to return for a second visit! 

The British countryside as we see it now is the result of more than 5000 years of 
steadily intensifying human activity. We have no true wilderness. We lost our forests 
in the 15th century, while land enclosure, draining of wetlands and the extensive 
grazing of cattle and sheep have created the landscape we now enjoy. However, we 
are now experiencing a downturn in agricultural activity on a massive scale for 
political reasons, and things will change. Pollution in many forms, not least the loss 
of land to an expanding road system, puts additional strain on the countryside, all 
at a time when there is increasing pressure to use land for leisure pursuits. 

Our only hope is in conservation and management, and this requires data on wildlife so 
that balanced decisions can be made. We possess a government-funded team of environmental 
scientists, but much of the information and record keeping rests with a complex network 
of county naturalists, trusts and natural history societies. It is no longer sensible 
to work on one's own, for all must pool their information and expertise, so that 
objections to developmental changes can be based soundly on good data. Government 
ministers require facts on which to make decision - not just feelings, however strong! 

We are also seeing the loss of sites for rare plants, birds and animals by "development" 
in all its forms. National parks, and sites of scientific interest, are not as safe 
as we had assumed, and conservation interests are called upon to fight damaging 
changes on a scale we had never envisaged. We simply cannot afford to fight every case, 
so must lose some and concentrate on those we must not lose. 

You in Tasmania are very fortunate that, for historical reasons, you still possess 
areas of true wilderness, and a stunning diversity of wildflowers and animals. 

Inevitably these treasures are subject to threats from agriculture, forestry, mineral 
extraction and tourism. It is for you to decide what you value, and what should be 
developed or extracted for the benefit of the state. You can probably understand 
now why a British naturalist looks at your country as being this side of Paradise, 
but a fragile paradise you could so easily lose. 

In Britain, we have found it necessary to create "honeypot areas" to cope with the 
increased public interest in wildlife and the countryside. These serve to take the 
pressure off more sensitive sites. Even then it is necessary to prohibit public 
access to places where there are rare or endangered plants and animals, at the risk 
of being accused of elitism. It seems hard to create public interest in something 
rare or beautiful, and then stop enthusiasts from seeing it. 

Tasmania still enjoys relatively large areas of unspoiled wildland. The temptation 
to use it to make the fast buck must be resisted. All over the world we are seeing 
an upsurge of interest in natural history tours and holidays, and these can be the 
means whereby a country can earn hard foreign currency without destroying any of its 
assets. Tasmania already possesses a sound framework of state wildlife expertise, 
and there is no doubting the value of the input from amateur naturalists in all 
branches of the science. In Britain we have found the need to forego old rivalries 
and pool our resources in the cause of conservation, or we shall all end up the poorer. 
Above all you need records and sound facts to present cases for conservation. 

Everyone can contribute something, and every little bit adds up to an impressive 
whole. The role of organisations such as the Tasmanian Field Naturalists Club is 
of the utmost importance. 

I trust that my children and grandchildren will come in their turn, and find the 
Tasmania of the future still the unique and attractive place it is today! 

David C. Lang, 

20 Ferrers Road, 

Lewes. Sussex. U.K. 


